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1 K» .»* mitptU Catpetinu, &c_T)>e raberrib.,* Lave
|\ iht HtMUre now of informing (liclr friend*, and the ciUzetia gen-
trail) «l ttiocitiM of Wellington, Georgetown, and Aleiandria. and
¦be adjacent couulry, Uiat Un it *u>ck of llie ricbe»t and late.t etylue
af*#*" I«ruisbU|g |oods, of every variety, i. fully complete. ami
stlWurpa*#i not only lit vailsty of atylea, but alao in clegancc and
u.w,auy former tiuplay lo wlin. li liic attention of Uicir natron* htia
beta invited. Tbey haute

1

IN CAfcl'KIINUd.
French and Kngttah velvet*, latest deaigna, «u|»arlaUvti
KuglUb tapeatries, very rich
nuperlauve Engiiali Bruaaela, eitra heavy

do premium A merit tin Hru.-aeU
fcugllsh and American, low priced, eilra rich
Imperial three ply, new pattern*

do puper Englialt
And Auiehcait ingrain, all wool, low-priced
TapeaUy and royal VeneUan, for atepa
Cocoa inattmga, lor baai-uieril paaaagea
||em|i carpeting*, very aervtceable, and cheap
Fluor Oil cloth, in full alieela, tut airy ahape
Citra rich Cheneille and lulled ruga
Low priced do (Jo do for chainhern
Figured bailee and large atxed crumb clotha, kc.

IN CURTAIN MATERIALS, tbeytiame-
Kitra rich French delainea

do (iertuan do
do Eugllah do low-priced
do woraWd damaak, every aliodu
ilu Union do vary cheap
do French and English chtnuea

Twilled and plain Turkey (red) caalituerrt-
Cmbrolderad lace and uiuallu curtains
Out curnice, late alylea, gitnpe, taaaal loopa, tic., In gruel va

rwty
Ttiay alao uak especial attention to their large and carefully aelected

iMorluienl of.
I.ineu alieetinga, table dauiaaka, aaUn dunittaka
Table clotha, dauiaak table napkin*
Towelling*, table knd piano covera
While and co.ored bed quilts, bed and crib blnnketa
Pillow-cane linena, cotton alieetinga
Hliib daUaoka, »li p oil-clothe. Ilk

Together Willi every orlier article In llielr Hue.all of wliicb liava
been purchaaed upon audi lerma aa will enable tbem to inaiuuin
ikeir reputation of fUrnialiing the very beat gooda at. the luweat

|lfla"p, 81.IwifI'. U. HOOE k CO.

Boom AND DHUEI, Boota and Shota at aula11 prof.
Ita..Wc would moat reapectfully call the Rttentlon of our cua-

totnen and the public to our large aaaorunent of boota and altoe* lor
ladi««, gentlemen, inlaaee, boya, children, and eervanta,both light
tod heavy i

To tkt Lwlitt.
We hare every variety of gaitera and lialf-galtorn, kuakina, Jt lfar-

mm, alipa, eicelalora, Jenny Llnd, all warranted to give aatlaiac-
U0B»
Mcl'urd)'« allpa and Ilea,old atyle, for >...921

Do gaiter aboea do 6m
Bronze halfgaitera, thick aolea I I-'
Do gaiterahoea do, I 00

Light colored gaiter boota ..... 1 SO
Miaaca and children's ofevery quality and variety.

To Iht Utmltmtn.
Call and aec our variety and style.
Patent-leather and callakin Cougreaa gaitera, for ijCf 00

Clothdo.,.. 'J to 4 Ml
A auperior article of water-proof boota for gunning and
fanning purposes. for 3 30 |

Dewed and pegged boota and ahoea, alngle and double aolea, of our
owa manufacture.

To Iht and PliuUrr.
Oar aaaorunent of heavy brogana and boots, fur aeiv.uila and farm

Itaatla, cannot be equalled in price and quality in Ulia city. We in¬
vite one and all to call before purebaaing, aa wc ahall offer induce-
menu thai cannot tail to pleaae.
Our nock of all kinda haa been purchaaed with great care from the

beat manufacturer* of Philadelphia and the Eaat, which we are pre¬
pared tn aell at small profit*. Do not forget the atore, but call at

A. HOOVKH k HON'H,
Houlb aide of Penn. av., betweenStb and 7th ata.,

next door to B.L. Jackaun and Bro.
Kept II.3taw4w

B, UHKKN & TAJTK I , A ucttoncr i ..

HOU8EMOLD AND KITCHEN FUKNITUKJE AT AUCTION.
On Tueaday, the tkb inatant, we ahall aell at 10 o'clock, a. iu., at

ihr north houae formerly occupied by Mra. Vancoblc, deceaaed, on

4| itreet, near the City flail, all the lurutuire therein contafued. We
riiumerate In part.

Mahogany aofa, hairaeat chain and rockera
IK) bureau*, dining, card, and other table*
Do au>l maple high and low-paet bedalead*

Painted wardrobea, waaiiatanda, and laMai
la excellent feather beda, bedding, and luatlreaae*

carpeta, of vnnoua dex'ripuon*, hearth ruga, kc.
Uilt frame and other lookini gl.ia*c*
Window curtain* and Uinda, toilet aeta, kc.
China, gla»«, crockery, and atoneware
Andlruru, abovel and long*, and fender*

Airtight and other alose*
Alao, a lor of k'V-hen reqnlaite*.
TikJiii All *uina ol and under ijrlS, caah , over QU, a credit of

arily aad ninety da)a, for approved cmlonMNl notea bearing interval.
URKEN k TA8TET,

5.d Auctioneera.
r- H. The bouae la for rent. Inquire at the hooae.

O. k T.

js« -am
k IIW Haate to Plllabarg, via the ¦attlawr*. Hua-
il ("'««, aad Ptnntylrmi* Halttoiid Through te ttfUtmrg in
a koan .An cipreae train of can will leave Calvert atauon daily
.ith the United ntalea mail fro.ii Waaklngton and Bmlumora at 14,
«. onnerting with Uie fkal line at Middletown at I, p. aa., ar-
rtviag at Uarriabarg at II, p n , to dinner.
The train leavea Uarriabarg for the weet at t, p. m., arriving at

HetMayatarg at B. p. m. At Una point paaeeugera have the option of
¦akwg either Dm can to Johnetown, thence by packet boata, or
¦age* direct fmm Hollidayeburg tn PlttabnrgTickeia will be aold to the following poinia by thie train, to wit i
1'ork, WriihtaviUe, Columbia, Marietta, Middletown, UarrlahtUf,brwPcrl, Milleratown, Pernavillc, Lewiatown, Mc Vey»iown, Hunt
laadon, lloiiidayaburg, and Pittsburg.
ni« train also connect* with the Cuwiberlaad Valley railroad,

*Mek pe**e* throegh (.'arllate, Hhlppenabnrg, Cbamberaburg, and
.<ker potnta oa tliia road.
Pur tke at ominodauoa of peaaragof* from Waahington for any of

¦w above poiaa, the baggage maater of the coaipaay will be ai itie
kpat of the Baltimore aad Ohio KaUroad Coaipaay aa the arrival of
to aoming can at B, a. m , to receive the haggage, which wUI be
onttd free of charge to Calvert atauoa

KOBEKT STEWART,
Oat 1-dtf Ticket Agent.

riLARUKMBKT ef the Ca|utol..The Committee on Pub
U be Building* of the Senate having been authorued by a reeola

afthat hody "to invite plana arroaapaaled by eadmalea tor the
"lenaoe of the Capaloi, aad la allow a preaUun of five hundred
Mara for tbe piaa which aiay b» aatoptaid by Uie Coaimittee oa Pab-
k BaUdinga of UM two hotwae of Coagra*.," accordingly lavlla aacb
P**aa aad eanmalaa, to be delivered aa the Secretary of the MeaaM oa
" before Uk Brat day of Uacaaaber nait.

It la required thai Uieae plana and aaOaatea ahall provide for tbe
'I teneton of iha Capitol, either by addiuooal wing*, to be placed oa
¦be aortk and aoutk of the preaent building, or by the eracuoa of a
wpaiat. and diatiaet building, within the encioaare to the east of tbe
betiding .

Tbe eoeiimtiee do not desire to prescribe aay condition that awy
laatrala the free sievriee of arc httectaral taste and jndgaaaat, bat they
weald prefer that whatever plan taay ha proposed may have each
Tforenee to aad eorreepoadsace with U>« preeent building sa to pra-
..rva the general .> tometry of ttia enUre stractare when complete
AKkotigh but taie plan can be adopted, the roeiuntlee raaerve to
HiemeeTvea tbe nglit to form each uiaa by tbe adoption of parte of
tHereat plana aubmitted. daaU tack caaaese te f*aad aseeaavry ; in
which event, the committee alao reeerve to thaaieetvas the right t o
.vide or apportion, according to Uieir owa Judgment, the amount of
premium m be awarded for the whole ptaa, to *>oee whose plana
.ay ta pert be adopted, according to Ike relative Importaaee aad
merit of eack part adopted.

R. M. T. HIJNTKR.
JP.PPERHON DAVlB,
JOHN H. CLARKE,

Commiltse of the Senate on PaMIc BuUdlngs.HkaaTaCaaaaia, JiiUi Keptember, IBOB.
Oct J.9*4

* ORKM, Mereleant TaUore aad Cletklrn,
ry reepeetfelly be( leave to inform their friend* and tbe publicWhitney have Ju.t oiieneg a very beantifal aesortmsnt of aeaaeaahte

IMta.
We kava Clothe, eaaeimere*, aad veaUaga of the latest styles and la

variety of quality, which we ere prepared to make up to order at
abort notice at low artcea. r

Oj«r rewly-made clothing wMI be fbaad moaUy of euperior style aad
HeeRty. These wlahlng a complete suit, or any anlcle for Immediate
"*e, ea rely upea a good article.
tfehdve also Bae ahirte, of good make and At, ander-dieae of

.meljBilh, aad cornea, vary euperior ; balf hrtae, cravata, kc. ; all ofabreb we wUI aell « fair pricee.
f eeee call and see.

YOUNm k OREM,Three doora treat of Brown'* Hotel, Penn. aveaae.Oct 3.3uw4wtf

WILLIAM TTCKKR. Merchant Tailor, (of tbe late
*
11 Tucker,) would cell the atteatioa of kla friendsaad the puMie generally to hie slock of goode now opening, whichbja beeaseleeted bp hlmeelf from the largeet Importing hotteea In

IT* '***1 wd by for the greatcat variety aari rtcheat styles ever
'. rily. Xtranger* are reepectfhlly aad earaeeUy eoliclted

.jy; **** ""l eiamtae my *toeh before purcbaaing, a* I am
« will be to their advantage.And I weald aepeeially rail foe attention of offlcera, both of the

"/*"* »»*T, lo the fact Uiat I am prepared to eiecme all klnda of
mmrma' Sccneilinglo the late re|iilaUnaa, at the ahorteat nr tie*, and

warranted, both la foe ratting and making do
pmrmem*. equal to any eatahtiahmeat in Ihll country»v. t. tendon bla aiacere thanka to hie nnmeroa* friaada for foeir
ithllt °T"""d Potnmage, and bopee, by Uie .*»
nerihoa lo baalnem, to merit a continuation ofthe
All Often promptly eiecuutd.

M.3taw*Jw

Jaka K. Martin,
fraeraJ Jgsat/rr Cletmentr,

0«ct (for the preeent) He. 4, Law Batldla«e, Richmond, Va.
J K. M wiH ernaeeatt with proaapUtade all kind ef rialme against* I foe Puis of Vlrgiaia, the United Htalea, or any of foe departmeiiaa'* the goverameat, or againa} IndivMaale, all rev.itatiuaary rlalaaa,*J*'ona, three mimtha' etrtfa aay, back pay, bounty lands, aad all

arising oat of foe war ofldiu, or the Meiicaa war.
lit haa been connected with the general government nearly twelve

J«hra, and poeaeaeee foclHtles for the prosecution of claims which
anjoyed by fow.

All letten (post paid) addreeead to htm, either kl Richmond or

.I'hmoid Mm0n< Ho" Jnh" *. «»d James I.ynae^eo*
»in.'hL Amletant Po*tma*ter Oearral, and Thomtt

IN CONGKESS UP THE Ui STATES.
TtUrly-lrirat Un«r«M-IFIrM Siulou

SATURDAY, SKPTEAIBER 28, 1950.
[in CONTINUATION j

a*war*,
; tHK NAVAL BILL. .

Mr. YULEE. 1 understand tl.ere is a ureal ton

h^vvL » BP T ,he "liferelit ollicer* in the
.r Vf i ft* p 0,Tir- loci:V>»» tt"d 'ha h laiga uiim
vwv.L'^''yf ,nlU,1,«#U« ami oZrB w!

J »g]> ot opinion thai Puget sound is the heal lo

VVh01.', i! i* r*(lu,re N)T'e time to make the location
hat peculiar'Opportunities Commodore Jones may have

had to fonii a judgment upon this matter, I cannot^y I
n!Vv oT ih/^ ui^°" authentic information. The Secre-

d*v doclMht-r* ¦i' ,nll0U0,,|,l0Wi(l lo "le .netruclio. of a

i» I, r J ttj" c0»trary, I undeiraiid him
lo be of opinion, that a dock there will lie necessary «i
one' huktT.hal1itW,l,be neCM8a^

.
obJ(*u ,ul»on two grounds, and I think he

til object* upon both of thiae grounds, lo the amiroiiria
lion now proposed in tins hill. One of them ia W?,
Z1°J h':erl,l) dj> al ,w'-ich Congas v!"l! a^ihi M.
ftfirible, he not tliiiilc ail approiiriation lui a drv-

£** U Mcewry now We .hall ,Ut again in iJo
months. By tl/ai Uiue we shall liave a f ulfrenort «.ixl

u h»C|*n|i " d*oW? wheU,er * dock shall be built, and ot
r'1"11 be Bul ,he "tiler objection

stated in the Secretary's letter is, that he thinks a i>--mu
neht stone dock wodld be belter, if Congress determines
.o^nake ttn appropriation now. The appropriation, a* u
comet# from the Houae, in thin : It i-rooosea to hulM »

ih»|lltl%vOCHl h**'"' t,"d when we do not know

be built. W *"*wer U,c l'urPo«e 'of which a dock is to

By dint of scveial years' urgency upon Congress an.

Dte'e'^oatm TV* J,iadt! f°.r l'le constluction of three of

luchaVTn/v d^kf', W,tl' b,l"ins 11,1,1 always, very
mco a as Staiirr^'! °"e °',whic'i wa* 'o be at Pen
Xr at Phil. t

senator from California, and an-

None of . l" ",e ,other «< Portsmouth
al to bi Jhla If/!5 yet>efn completed to such an extent

ill. ui? .1 '*rm" their bei"« tested. It is as yet.
a" etl>er,m,'nt- 1 bave heard the opinion

eren Tih u
co"l^'ent «'»<i skilful engineers, that

fi* / ,hey anaweteil the purpose for a year or two

mow t'haVn iLlls"f itS8UrHnnce to ^lieve that they can las!
more than three, four, or five jears. At all events, it is

tJif«|X|ne-m<fr?1 yet' a,,ti onc which wi" ,wVe been

.1Mb ii P«r.6 SXtent byi,he "eJtl seaaion, bccaune the
Portsmouth is nearly completed. We (.hall,then,

have an opimrtunity by the next seesion to test it

tainsd' 1E°V; i"*"® of the provision con¬
tained in this clause, wbich I pr..n>.e to strike out

fhat'in /hi1 p® rela,Td' ,l P'oposes to allow the cost of
,he Pensacola navy jard, with 12 per cent, added,

of"Jhhrld'l'onio that the cost of the traii»|K>rution
of all ihe materials from this side of our ccaat to the Pa

S miHion Tiy e,',,ma,* "» ,tlal il Wl11 cost very nearly
cola whirl, h* "''»'rolir,a"pn8 or the structure at Pensa-

.ni^hi h K M lnf alreadV ma,le' a"d which are
made by the bill now before u«, amount to JH ,047,653:
£ill v!.mi a',l,rehen,,,ve additional expenditure

a u?C^Mry 10 malte#«c«re the bottom of that
dock. Add to that l i per cent., and then add the cost of

he P*rfilr of."''he ""fterials from the Atlantic to

I?!, r .? co.8t. a,,tl you will form some estimate of the

ft! ,J rUC,"re UP°P ,be l,|a" proposed here; and

!an«H,l fye"lr,e"1 w'Jich we have no assu-

Th^sTril^V*0!v 11 h"* wc,rrtf ,ealure ,,,an ,h«'

»«r«eme.w^h^h V 18 "1u,red 10 into an
Hgreemen with the contractors that, in certain caaaa.the
use and disposition of this structure.which will have
been built for the United Slates, and with the moiieV of

J1 .ted Tf-*'11 b* KIVen for commercial and pri-

In .OHI'm I
Me,D8 10 cannot be other than

an unwise and uangerous prece.lent I leave it lo the
senate to determine wheilier the objections which 1
nave suggested are sufficient to induce them to strike
out the piovision, or whether tbev will sanction such
an appropriation by relusing lo strike it out.

rlnri'ih r I !' "it" Uk? J td" 10 bu*'^ * StODe
(lock there, and it wdl cost three times as much money
as a wooden one. Jiesides, where are you going to get
toe stone f

® "

Mr YULkE. I will state that it requires as much
stone for the basement pM|>osed by this contract to be
made as lor a permanent stone dock ; so that wherever
lue atone comes from tor the one ca*e it must be obtaiued
in the other. Aud I will »ute Anther that the permanent
stone dock in the navy-yaid at Charlestown, Massaeiiu-

about the nam* as the basin and dock in its
neighborhood. m

Mr. GW1N Mr. President, I have very goftd infor-
mation, «|H>n which I relv, that the difference in the ex-
l*nse of the two kmds ol dock is very great. This uues-

tion has been thoroughly examined by the Committee on

j^aval Affairs in the House, who brought in a bill for a

floating dock, and it passed the House by an almost unan-
imtnis vote. It was thoroughly discussed before it came
up here, and is recommended to us by the action of the
House.

But tl)e senator talks about the location of the dock at
rugel sound. What we want is a floating dork. The
location ta a matter of little conaequeace, as it can be
located hereafter. Commerce will, however, be likely to

spring uj. on ihe touitd sooner than oo the coa»t. VVe

"Vl' "171*11!". dock also for commercial purposes.
Mr. i ULtE. None ol our docks here are used for

commercial purposes
.

Mr UWIN Well, sir, we want this dock for com-
mercial purposes. I s.ip|<Me the senators from Maine
and Massachusetts woul.l take some interest in having a

commercial d.»ck there, where whale and merchant shii*
could be repeiied. It is, however, so obviously oar in¬
terest to hsve a dock there, that i'will not detain the Sen-
ate by debating the question

Mr. BKIGHT. 1 he honorable senator has referred to
Hie action of the House, and makes that one of his rea¬

sons in lavor of the proposition. I will answer tbst by
u/elu,n® lo action of the committee ol the Seitaie
»> e have appiopnate committees, to each of whom is as¬

signed its appropriate business This subject was referred
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and it seemed to be a

part of their Buty to confer with the head of the naval
aarvice here, and inouire his opinion in reference to this
subject. He gave tnst opinion, in writing, sgiinst the
appropriation at this time, and he has given what appears
to my mina to be very satisfactory reasons for that opin-
ion He aavs that a proper plan has not yet been ma-

tured, and that the government is now in process of as¬

certaining the proper point, and the probability of getting
the right kind of materials of which to construct the kind
of dock required. After tlte committee had received the
communication of the Secretary of the Navy which has
been read, tbey decided against this appiopriation, and
they have made that decision known lo the Senate
Now, the action of the committee of the Senate, backed
by the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, is worth as

much as the report of the committee of the House. I
| think oar safest plan is to follow the recommendation of
the head of the department having charge ot this branch

I of business. I admit tAe necessity ot a dock at this

point.not no much the immediate as the approaching ne¬

cessity ; but I do not believe this i* the proper rime to con¬

struct it. How much is this work to cost ? Is there any

Sntleman here prepared to answer that question I Under
a provision of this bill, the Secretary of the Navy is

bound to contract with certain individuals. The amount

ol that contract is unlimited He is bound to give those
contractors just what they please to ask. Now, suppos¬
ing that mannal labor coats just as much more in Califor¬
nia as-
Mr. GWIN. (in his seat ) The materials will be trans¬

ported there from here.
Mr. BKIGHT. But it will require an immense amount

of labor to complete the work after the materials are

there Now. we have agreed to pay our jadges of the
United Ntaies court §5,300 per annum, and for the same

claaa of judges In other States we pay f l.floo. So. if the
increaae of the price of labor is to ne computed by the in-
creaae of the salaries of the judges in California, this
"ork will cost something like six or seven millions of

. f; .
believe the cost of such a work is estimated in

the old States at one and a half millions of dollara. I
understand the chairman of the Committee oa Naval Af¬
faire to estimats the cost at two millions. Now, if we

estimate the coat of labor in proportion to the increase in
oiher cases, this dock will cost from four to five millions
of dollars. For om, therefore. I am not williag to incur
thia vast expenditure at this time. I do not think the ne¬

cessity is ao immediate as to justify it. I concur with the
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, that the proper
time would he after the repott is received from the engi¬
neers who are making surveys, intending Irat to locate
the noint. and then to decide upon the character of the
*«*¦.whether it ahall be a stone or a dry-dock. I, for

oj»«, will not consent to authorise the Secretary of the
Na*y tn enter into a contract with these individuals, who
are to be allowed to charge whatever they please,
r MrI/','^"Cfi. I concur entirely with the senators

| from Horida and Indiana who have spoken ii|<on thie sub¬
ject. I recollect very wall when thie project of iotrodu-

cing inio ibe service of tbe United States floating dry
.locfcji wan first, brought before Cointreau. I was then a

meiiiurr of the Committee on Naval Affair*, and I recol-
lect very distinctly the great Argument by which wc were

ur^ed lo adopt this system. It wag upon the ne ire of
cheapness. Well, sir, Congress veiy hastily adopted
that system, against the recommendation, I believe, of the
diriment, «nd against certain declared opinion* of the
Naval Committees of Both house*. We were beguiled
by the promise that the floatingdry doclts wo.ild be exceed-
tugly cheap Well, what is the fact.' Why, air, (hey
are more expensive than your stone docks, while the one
la perishable, and can last but a few yearn, and the

'"destructible. The stone dock at Boston cost
.700,000. How much haVe yotf appropriated already for
these unfinished floating docks, which tfefft to f.o»t so
much less than the stone dock*? Why, for the one at
ren^acola, the senator from Florida informs me that you
have appropriated over a million dollars. Well, sir, I
hud in the appropriation bill of this year over #370,000
for a floating dry dock at Phdgdelpoia} la*t year,
#AKJ,0u0; and the year before, #400,000.to be divided be¬
tween the three. So there has been already #500,000
appropriated for the dry dock at Philadelphia, which coat
much less than the one at f'ensacola, being one hundred
thousand more than the cost of the stone dock at Boston.
And after all, your floating dock is but a perishable contri¬
vance. 1 think it is a inosi reckless expenditure ol (he
public money, and that Congress is to be censured for
having rushed so blindly and so largely into this experi¬
ment in 1847. We have not yet ascertained whether
these docks will answer the purpose or not. Wtthave
only found that they will cost twice a* much as the stone
docks in the end ; and now we are railed upon to go into
just such a wasteful expenditure for a floating-dock in
California, the cost of which will far exceed the appro
prmtion for the dp dock at Pensacolu

rhe bill provides that it shall not cost more tlian
twelve per cent beyond the amount paid /or the dock at
I ensacolar in addition to the cost of tiansuoriatioii from
l'J® Atlantic to the Pacific coast. Now, 1 have not the
slightest question but that this project will subserve the
benefit ol individuals. It certainly looks to me very much
like a contrivance. I will not charge it a* such upon any
person here or elsewhere. But, sir, there is a provision
here that these contractors shall keep that dock in repair,
and take proper charge ol it. It is not to be in the charge
of proper officer* of the government, but in charge of the
contractors; and when the government is not using it for
the repair of their own vessels, {hege contractor* are to
be allowed to use it for the repair of merchant Vessel*
It certainly looks as if it was for the especial benefit of
shi|Kjwner<, rather than for that of the navy of the United
State*. We know very well that if it he constructed,
nine tenths of all the demands for its use will be, not for
the benefit ol the merchant marine, but for the benefit of
tbe^e contractors. I do not know how they are to be
limited in their charge*. It is true it is said that it shall
he the du y of the S- cretary of the Navy to enter into an

agreement with the contractors to keep the said work* in
repair, &.; but I do not see any proper limitation upon the
charge* which those individuals may make for the u>e of'
private ships in their docks. It seems lo me to furnish it
most inagniticent speculation iu Congress It is abso
lulely appropriating money to erect these lar^e structures
for the benefit of contractors.
Now, sir, I know it is desirable that there should be a

naval station on the coast of California, and I agree that
in a Proper course of time a dock will be required there ;
and I think, when the capabilities ol the country are Inlly
understood and it* resources lully developed, we shall b*!
able to select a site Understanding!)', and perhaps lind that
there are materials on the spot lor constructing a stone
dock.the only kind that is worthy of the consideration
of Congress, in iny estimation.

But it is urgCJ that it is a matter which does not admit
V/,1. "J"-tl,al we ou*ht to act upon this thing now.

Why, wr, what does the bill do It gives only $100,000,
which is only a drop in the bucket. It will not put up the
frame of ilns work ; it will not enable the contractors
to prepare one-fourth part of it You cannot with that
sum prepare this stone basin of which the senator from
Florida speaks, for you will now have to transport the
materials around Cape Horn And even if you do pre¬
pare it, jou will commit a great extravagance; for the
lime will come when you will get stone there much
cheaper tbau it will now cost to get it at Boston and
transport it round the Horn I hope, therefore, that Con-

Sresi will refuse to appropriate a stiver for this object at
ie present tune, but will wail till they have an opportu¬

nity to lest thwquestion fully.until we have the benefit
of the reports ol the engiueers sent to survey the mast,
and ascertain the pro|*r site for the location of a dock.
until, in short, we can act with our eyes open, and know
what we are about.

Mr. GWIN. One great objection to the building of
this dock is the ex|*euse. Well, sir, whenever it is ne-
C«»6ar) lo be built, Ibe expense ought to be incurred, ft
'. "..'l Ihere ie no immediate, |>respitig necessity for it
Bat the longer it is put off tbe greater will be the neces¬

sity, and the more difficult it will be to make aontiact
with these parlies, who have the only means of perform¬
ing this work Bui I want to know of the gentlemen
who oppose the building of this kind of dock whether or
not materials can be got for a stone dock. I think I am
as familiar with the country as any ol those gentlemen,
and I know ol no ulare where stone can be had. Thi-,
therefore, is Mie only plan we cau dense; and if you do
not give us this dock, you give us none: ami there is1
not a spot on |be face of the eaith where one is so much
needed. But I feel so confident in the justice of lli.s
measure, tl«t I will not consume any more time upon it.
Mr vlASON. Being one of tnat connittse who vry

thoroughly considered this subject wlien the Committee
on Na*l Affairs csuie belore us, I ask to savafew
words upon tbe *unj«ct. I shall concur in the m itton of
the chairman of the committer to strike out this provision.
Sir, I have no doubt that one ol these docks will be
foi#d. *nd is nyw, iifdisiientably necessary on tlie coast
of California foi our ships ; afid I have no doubt it will
he I on nd to be tbe . alt of Congress at as early a day a*

practicable to jimvide them with such a dock a« will be
<omj>etrni for the public service. But, sir, it is but two
months before Congress will reassemble, and the propose
lion is now to contract with certain persons by name to
build a certain kind of dock, lor a sum not limited, but
dependent rpon contingencies which we cannot now
foresee. The transpoitation of material* from Ihe At*
lantic to the Pacific coast is lo be done within two months
ol lbs reas»emhlege of Congress Now, sir, until I have
certain difficulties removed which, at present, are insu.

perable, I cannot agree to any legislation whereby Ihe
Congress of ihe United States make* a contract for the
naval or military service, or an) other branch of the
public service intrusted to the executive department, upon
such contingencies.
Mr OWIN, (in bis seal.) It has been done hereto¬

fore.
Mr MASOV I know it has been done heretofore,

but that does not sanction Ihe usage. For myself, 1
know nothing in the world about these docks. I know
one is necessary ; hot whether it should be a stone or a
wooden dock, I am unable to judge. But when Ihe head
of the department has selected those who are informed
upon ihe subject, who are to report to Congress upon
the proper son of dock, I beg leave.to vote with him,
feeling assured that tbe proper information will be given.
Now, sir, 1 can assure the gentlemen from California,
J*y .tn satisfied of the necessity of having a dock upon
tbe t^aliforniacoast, and when the subject ie matured I will
vote with them most cheerfully any sum that is necessary ;
but I think it improvident and hasty legislation immediately
J? J'* !" smallest end of the wedge by appropriating
ftoo.ooo, in order to commit the government to this par¬
ticular sort of dock. The effect of it will h« to commit
the government to a certain contract, when there are but
two months to expire before it must be done. I most
certainly vole for striking oat the provision.
Mr. YULKK. If the senator will allow me, I will

state that the material point of the objection of ihe sena-
tor from California to providing a permanent stone dock
is, that there is no stone upon that side of the coast suita¬
ble for tbe purpose.
Mr. MASON. We do not know that fact.
Mr. YULKE. We do not know that there ia any, and

therefore vou expect that the materials will have to be
transported from this side. That, then, ia precisely tbe
reason why this provision should be stricken out, Wrnim
it provide* to contract for the construction of a basin,
which requires precisely the same description of stone,
¦wd newlytha Mine amonnt that the other kirn! of dock
requires The whole will therefore bare to he transported
from thie country; and tbe Senate will be able to judge
what will be tbe cost of this structure when they recol¬
lect that it is limited to 12 per cent, over the coat of tbe dock
at Peneaeola, which far exceeds the coet of anyother dock,

»"er with the coat of transportation ol aU the ma.
from tbe Atlantic side to .Sea Francisco. TIm coet

of transportation of the stoae and the wood, together
with tbe immense labor required in landtag thtr*, will
amotnt to an exceedingly large ism f am informed from
the official paper* of the Postmaster Qenertif fhat the coat
of urtkiiMfir&a VeHsel It flit Frartcixcrffs f7»TTli.s bill
contemplates a atone structure. The wooden or floating
part of it is fiery small comparatively, and if you confine
it to that, I think there could not be much objection, be¬
cause the government could devote it to commercial pur-

But the structure requires a alone baniii of 1im-KSieiw The cost of
would not have been m<TTa than
ilnllari: but ibe buildinir of a siofttf bmiii ha* run it u\
« J'J&S You may fudge of the co^0h»rt. ¦>«*»ture in California under il*i® contract, which r i

Hut'lhen! again, mm how unjustly we are dealt with.
The coat of the alruclure at Kittery was .
Philadelphia, #754,000; and at Pensacola.91,141.000 lereeiwnoflhe areal d.ffe.ence ... the co.i is owing WtNdj^MBUCe in the foundation Now,higheatrule by which this Contract u to be given the very bignestcos! of aucb a atructuie- l(t« one at Pensacola, IM cost
of which has been owing to boa! ctt1^,.^h^c\,^eV oexist elsewhere. We do not knowthat Iheacilnj. for
the eonstruction of a foundation in C^nfornj* m v
he as irood as at Philalelpbia or a Kittery. Wh ,

ihen is the coot of the Pensacola dock taken as an esti¬
mate'? Undoubtedly for a larger and more extensive sjtec-

UlM?nHUSK I would not interfere in this business if
r,i' Ifrrt nrnm to me that the parties were unequally

matched. The senator from Call/ornia haB ',^l t0

fAi'i 'if'J" °"iifact that I do know, and that seems to be admitted_in» al
hands, that a dock is absolutely neceasairy there or »M

juJ (orvecselsof other kiuds. 1 here is a large
number of whale .hips, merchant "h1!-. and. ^®b,Sute.f mnv on that coaal. I bt-fe is, men, an

necessity for this work, i have not ^SSStSthis mliject; but in a conversation with a highly respectswi member o/ Hie Ho.;, ol. R'^rwnUUTw.. ma'^irreaf Intelligence, who has given the subject a tnorougnfnvesiigitioS^fwaS Informed this is the very bes plan
that can be adopted. Now. as there is an urgen neces¬
sity for some pfaii. backed by the inleHlgCnee ol a mail
in whom I must place implicit confidence, I shall vote
with the senators from California for'hl*
Mr WALKER. I confess, sir, iny mind has under

none some fchahge since this discussion has been K">nE
on; and the last fact mentioned by ^^^J^JfhUeida stiikes me as very peculiar, and ^row* j "hiu ^the senator from California eontendsfor.and while
are willing lo give him, the benefits of a dry doc*, ne
ouicht certainly to join with us in trying 10 get
plan such as will not really do injustice to the coun¬

try The senator from Florida has |ust 'nentionedthat
the great exjiense of the dry dock at Pensacola results
from the difficulties in the foundation upon
nermanertt structure is laid. Well, sir, tt»e dmerenee is'

.rr,.,.! Tiie other dry docks cost not more than six

or seven hundred thousand dollars) that at 1 ensafiola
t H millnmand^L^clSmiaTcS^

Uled. Vow, is it certain-has anybody
lio-i there to see whether it is not as good ^ that at I nil
ailelphia or Kittery? We are entirely in the dark

^Mr'VuLEE. (in his seat) Then there is the great
cost of transportaiion.

\1f*VV*ALKEHhope my very impatient friend will
not faint till I have said what I intend to say. [Laugh-
U

But strain, it must be borne in mind that th'n dock in
Pensacola is m the han^ of some ge^emenjo whom it
is proposed to give the contract in Sanjrancisco. nna
whose interest it is to make tl«cost°f
narola iiict as high as poasible, it being the criterion y
which the Pacific d^dock is to be computed. Here,
then we are at the close of the session, about to impose
an expense upon the United States go
tin? according to a criterion that is wholly lanaciou ,

and the whole matter being in the hands °MJ[^° {interest it is to make the expense as great as |>ossioie. i

w sh to dial justly with the whole country as well as: s is.sSJ oi {wo.. i

something like what is just to our own as well as to their
sovernmenr I lnUst S*V a very few words. Icon-

sats'ite&jsssk&«g

"^rvUUES *"»«"') Tb. commefeUl meiine

^*Mr° HAMLIN The commercial marine, my friend

h^ause there may be a basin connected with it. Now
I *<t\ from tvidrncajtttbmilted to pubUe» *'»4Xln by the Naval Commitire, that thu.». amat.
ter which has been tested throughout the continent of
Europe. It i^noj . q«e.uo« Why.s'r'o'e'sane^argi^1*.^for^lay would^'nT^then m..'w. Where are you to get any test any
-bich we have

1 S'to aid
whatever may be ihe^t of

grill not hereafter shrink to meet by any sum
,f you put a stone docfc there it will-juadruple the coetol

lVhi1mL Florida talks about the cost of the
Pe xacola dock, and makes that a barns of theUMMVe , *p-ctic Why does he not take theIdlxk'at New York, and refer to that stone dock, which
ha» already cost some two or three millions of dol ar*.
and ?e not done yet ? It may ^'C,Swere nnfortunsje there and «^25e«?2t »«S8SWtf-teK l-' noi,a°tf*u!e! that hrm foundation which Providence has made at
New' York and Plnladelphia. ,

With this view of the matter, I .am mini to vote to re¬
tain the proposition contained in the bill.
Mr HkKJH Tanked for the yeis and nays; w.nch were

'^The'liueelion being taken upon the amendment, it was

rejected-yeas at, nays i7-as follows:
v. AM rliim-1 lt<«lir«r, Burnwrl , B-»rnen. Bright, UiVlt

Nnrrls. K>»l« »'W«rrt, Smlib, .-tautc, Ht«rK..o... Wale., and
Wiiitbrop.17
Mr YULKE. 1 appeal to the Senate to consn'er with

fsvor th» amendment which I offer now. 'he great ar
jiiment use I in reference to building this dock J.iinnmtiale neeesnitv for it, and our great objection
was the great cost in carrying out the stoM structure for
the l»asis which Is proposed by thiscontrsct. A"d no*mH to the Senate whether it will not be really due to the
public interest to make at l«.t tbis s terstion m the Fo-
v,«ion I As it stands now. it provides for a floating docx.
basis, and railway I move to let the floating dock stand,
hut to strike out the words " basin and railway, it_beingadmitted by the honorable senator from
there is no certainty of there being any stone upon ^that si L
of the continent that will answer the p«rpo«sof this
.tincture. I move to strike out the words .b"*'"^""railway,' and that will leave the provision for the fk*t-

'"Vhe'question being taken upon this amendment by a

division, it was rejected.ayes 17, noes»
Mr. PKARCE. I move to sUike out all after he wor

.. contract," in the U4»lb line, to the last wordlin the M7th
line, incluaiTe. II we are to hare this floating dry dock,
without knowing what we are to do, let us, ali leaat.sep¬
arata the public aerrice from the prirate. I do oot want
t« see public structures demoted to private iwea.We
never have heretofore built dry docks fo* the beneit of
private individuals it is a new system, and a e*ost per-
nicious one, I tkiok. Now, wppoje th«^¦el should happen to be in the dock at the ti«e that a na
lional vessel should arrive in need of repairs: you can¬
not turn the vessel out of the dock ; her repaire must be
completed. She may be In such a Condition that she
would sink instantly if ahe waa to be taken oot of the
dock. The national vaesel will have to wait.theume
00 one can calculat^-until the merchant vees^ »
paired, and the dock ready lor the reeeptiea ofjhe 'ta
tionll vessel Thia is a new thing, a pernicious one,
which I hope the Senate will not eanetion.
Mr OWIN. There ia an exprees provision that

national vessel shall always hsve the preference.
The question being taken upon the amendment, b y a

division it resulted as follows: ayes IS, noes 13.no
quorum voting.
Mr. PEARLE demanded the yeas and utvs, which

were ordered.
Mr. RUSK As (he yeas and nays have been ordered,

and as this it a very iinporlmtatnemlmerii, I wish to nive
ottji or two reasons why I shall vote to retain it as it is

,
«n«rsta,Kl the provisions of the bill now, the ves¬

sels of the United State* always have the ('reference
I IM.as I understand u, .sin the law. 1 therefore see no
neces-ity for .*tl4l|'i iin the u»e of this dock the iner
chart Ve&selA that are therr

| Mr. PEARCE The !»ecretary of the Navy cannot, by
'^kT.i r?h* "*y secuiesuch a provision
as that the United Mates will alwa>s have the prefer
ence. If merchant vessels roust be taken into this dock
for repairs, they must be repaired before they can be

iJifin. ,h & J '.»!«'. tlMU if there be a merchant
vessel in he dock undergoing repairs at the tunc when
a national vessel may come into port for repair* in that
same dock, she cannot be taken into the dock until the

taken outVeS repairs completed, aud »he is

n-Zmi^V"?0 those seas, that if it is
permitted at all for merchant vessels to go into this'

t.m* WT K0,1?e of ,he'» '» 'bore the greater part
?i,,u_ I i 'i? a scheme of furnishing nitan»
for the repairs lor the merchant Vessels of the United

' wbieb the government ought never to do. This
iJn?.V»i?ink °.UiK tw, *,ricke» °"«i for if you adopt it
you will but be making immense fortunes for these con-
tractors, and the government will ninety-nine times out
of one hundred have to stand second chance, instead ol

,,,eferer'ce> a8 ,h'8 bill cliims, for the United
Slates government.
Mr. HALE. 1 confess that it is with some astonish

rnent j bear frofn the .elia(or ff0|n Mary|au(i tha, ,li((
objection to this amendment is, that it will be of some
benefit to the mercantile service. 1 confess that view strikes
me with astonishment.

wo«l!i'>k^"^' ' W'" ,'lank '',e #enator to use my

Mr. HALK. [ cannot use the very words, but I have
his idea, if is objection is that this measure will benefit
the mercantile service, by giving them the means of re-

fairing their ships upon this doclc. That is his objection
to it, sir; that la a thing that commends itself to my favor.

n.r. ao? .We are mall'n8 an outlay for the benelit of the
l nited States, we can do something for the private and
mercantile murine. Sir, I ho|ie that never will be con¬
sidered an objection to auy enterprise Gentlemen do not
entirely understand the nature of this structure. They
seem to think that it is such that but a single vessel can
e in it at once. Now, 1 understand the nature of the

structure to be such, that it can take in several shins at
me same time.

£fv«"ral Senators. Oh, no, no.
Mr. HALE. So I was informed, that this dock could

lake in more than one vessel, and that wa* the ativan-
tage over a stone dock It is evident that the chairman
of the Committee on Naval AlEiirs does not understand
tuts matter himself.
Mr. \ULEE. Will the honorable senator give wav

for a moment I
ay

Mr. HALE.. 1 would rather finish tny remarks now.
I hey caii take several ships at the same time into this
basin. That is the great advantage of it, and that is one
of the advantages that this structure has over a stone

Li," here w a provision that the govern¬
ment shall at all times have preference. Well, sir, the
contract of the Secretary of the Navy is to be based upon
he assumption that thfl United States is to be free from
the expense of keeping this dock in repair. Now, sir, iu
seems to me that it there is one single provision in this
bill that ought to recommend itself to the prudent,
iwtntic, and understanding mind, it is this; be-
cauie it does not look solely and entirely to the inter¬
ests of the navy, but extends an eye to the interests of
the citizen' and the mercantile marine, while it carefully
guards the government from dancer and expense, and still
is calculated to confer some benefit upon citizens, i trust
that if there is u smile idea in the bill that shall be retain-

m WilE a uiK1.8' J"0"!?'1 'be rest be stricken out.
. «tAKCb. 1 spoke not as the senator has thought

pro|>er to attribute to me. He says I objected to it be¬
cause it conferred a benefit oil the mercantile inarike. I
said no such thing. I said that it would subserve the in-
terests ol private person* j and by those private
persons. 1 mean contractors. 1 think if we do
his we shall play into the hands of the contrac-
tors, and make fortunes for them. I should like to know
whether it is right and pro|*r for the government to do it.
I should think not. If we could give incidental benefits
to the merchant marine without thus erecting great struc¬
tures, 1 should have no objection to our doing so.

Mr. HAMLIN. I think I understand the honorable
senator from Maryland to object to the provision which
he proposes to strike out, becaus* it may be injurious to
the government to allow it to be used by the commercial
marine at certain times.that it may so be in use at times
as to preclude the government from using it when they
may have ocwuion to do so. I so understand bis argu¬
ment. Now I propose to say a single word in reply to

. .J n? ,lhe «nator is mistaken.wholly, radically,
and thoroughly mistaken.in the suggestion which be
made. It i» true that a sectional Aoating dock, large
eiiough to float our largest vessels, may be divided into
dillere.it sections, and may take in merchant vessels.two
or three of thein at the same time But I do not think
that is the true answer. The true answer is, that the
repairs made upon our merchant vessel* are completed in
a very few days~-at furthest in a very lew weeks I ven-

jure to say that an inspection of our docks in the city of
New York, upon which our merchant vessels ar* repaired,
will show that the ship/did not remain there on an average
more than one week It this be true, then the objection
ol tbe senator from Maryland has no weight in it; lor the
arrangement under thia section would be one from which
the government would sustain no loss or injury it is

*LT£* proposition that tbe Secretary of trie Piaw
shall be allowed to authorize certain peraois, who shall
give proper security, to use their dock, when the govern¬
ment shall not want to use it, in re|>airing our merchant
manne, on our coast near California. Jf we had a

different method of repairing our vessels, it might be in¬
jurious, but still I do not know but that even upon tbe
Atlantic coast it might he a good plan to contract for the
docks to be keiit in repair, and thus save expense to the
government. It may not be adopted here ; but upon that
distant coast, where there are none of the additional itn-

|>forementa for retiring that we have here, where there
are such vast fleets of our merchantmen, it would be best
to retain it. I do trust that tbia ie a part of the bill that
will commend itself to the judgment of every man who

'.n his heart.who will be directed in hie course by
those interests which will protect our commerce In those
distant seaa.

,
Mr.OWIN. I wish to sav a word that may remove

the objection* of the senator from Maryland. The area
of the Norfolk dock.aiu by 00 feet.is 13,000 square
feet. I he California dock is proposed to be 330 t>y 90

'be same size of the dock at Pensacola, of an area of
31,8001 square feet, or nearly three times as large as the
Norfolk dock, and can take in it thirteen ships of the
largest size at the same tube.
Mr. YULEE. Why, that is the moat astonishing state¬

ment I ever heard in the world.
Mr. G'VVJN. I have it from the chairman of the Com-

mitteeon Naval Affairs.
Mr. YULEE. I will explain tbe matter lo the honora-

ble senator, for it is certainly the most wonderful state-
men ever made. Why, everybody knows thst the float¬
ing ilock.the floating structure.can only take up one

I knnw/ih V'T h 'fr wbo has seen thein
' ,e'' >'00» however, what they pro-

ijose They propose, m a s«hem« which has never yet
been tried, to make railways.

.
Will the honorable «eoator allow me

Jo tell him that I have seen two vessels upon a dock at
the same time myself ?
Mr. YULEE. The senator nisy have seen two small

vessels u(«n a large dock
»Jr" They were merchantmen.
Mr. YULEE. Very well; they were probably small

merchantmen!. But it is proposed to build railways of
sufficient sue to take these vessels out of the w.ver, for
it is impossible for any other than a naval vessel to be
got up in * sectional or any other dock ; it is out of the
question. Everybody who kaows anything a!»ovt it
Knows that a vessel must extend nesrly the whole length
Of the dock, and it would be impossihls for another ves

.el to be got in at the same time But to get thirteen
vessels upon it at the same time, they have a scheme of
railways, as they call it. They propose to have rail¬
ways, and then transfer the vessels from the floatinr
4oek on to tbM* rai»w»ys, and if they succeed in that
tfcey may be able, to ta*e thirteen vessels upon that
Now, that is aa entire matter of experiment and it .>

jery doubtful whether it can be do£JS;KSly
iHIof ourhe^'Jhl*!!^ A* W°Uld 6,1 » l.*'

u»nded to answer all tbe purposes of a floating dock.
mat is what they mean when they asy they can accom¬
modate more than One vessel

I ¦«.
* will perceive how true fcnd how right is

tbe objection made oy the senator from Maryland, very
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often it may be necessary for ihe public interest that a
veneel, with all htM'KUiie, oer utmainent, and ammunition
on board, bt> taken into a dock for the purpose of stop-
ping a leak which ia suddenly discovered. She may be
taken into a atone dock, and the repairw nude, and nhe
be aent off to Ma without unloading her aruuunent and
provisions, and' it i* to be hojied that it may be done in
tbia floating dock But it cannot be done if a merchant
vessel is ill Ihe dock, and you have to wait for ber to be
tinmhed. It is pto|K)«ed, however, to take that merchant
veasel out on Hie radway. Now, this is to be done onlyby the application ol very trreal power; and it is very cer¬
tain that the owners of these private vessels, when they
once get into the dock, are not going to allow their %e-
sels to run the lisk ul a trunsler upon these railwaysfliis matter of railway is a mere mailer ul experiment.

Mr. COOl'ER I have one word to say in regard to
the argument ol the senator from Maine, which, it seems
tome, is a most extraordinary one.viz; that a mer¬
chant vessel requires but a little time to repair. Now,it is known to every one that many of our merchant ves
i*els are as large as those vessels which coinpoae our
fleets They of ten want as much and as thorough repair
as the vessels composing our national marine, and tney
require just as much time to repair. Now, it is not eo
that thirteen or fourteen vessels can be docked and re¬
paired at once; ami y ou have only to refer to the state¬
ment made by the sen itor froin California to see that it is
impossible. He stites ihe Norfolk doek to be 2111 feet
long by 00 feet wide. Now, do we not all know that
one ol our first-class packet ships would be all that could
be taken into one of these docks at one time t They are
often ISO feet long, and .30, and perhaps more than 30 feet
wide; audit would be impossible to take in more than
one in such a dock as the one at Norfolk. Now, this is
the objection that is urged against having these docks
open to |>rivate vessels., I have no kind of hesitation in
doing every tiling that ran be properly done in order to tfi-
cilitute commerce, and to give to those engaged in com -

mere all the facilities that are requisite. Bui, sir, aup-
posc a ship wauling large repairs were to be docked lor
the purpose of repairs.1 mean one of our private ves¬
sels.could it be rein >vcd for a national vessel that Re¬
quired repairs? In certain circumstances, where the re-
)>airB might be trifling, it might give place to a national
ship if the repairs were necussary to it. But it might be
in such a state that it could not lie displaced for any such
uur,>ose. Now, 1 do not know that the government ia
noiutd to provide facilities of this kind for private ves¬
sels at the expense of national vtft-sels. AH that may be
done without prejudicing the national ves<tel» may be
properly done; but beyond that we ought not logo. I
am willing that they should receive all the iucidental ad¬
vantages they can from this or any other appropriation ;
but 1 a n not willing that the national treasury should be
made bankrupt In order to ulvance the fortunes of pri¬
vate individuals, ft is not so at all, that a great number
of these vessels Can be docked at the same time. Several
small vessels might be, but not large vessels.
Mr. SEWARD. The argument in favor of striking

out this portion proceeds upon two grounds.one that
the United States have not us high a responsibility to
discharge towards the mercantile marine, andihe other
that it has not as much interest in the mercantile marine
as it has in the national marine. Now, I understand it to
be the duty of the United States to regulate commerce,
and that the government is charged with the responsi¬
bility of providing all that is necessary for the repair of
vessels on the Pacific, as well of tbc commercial M of
the national marine. It certainly has as high an interest
in it; for it connects itself immediately witn the revenue
of the country, upon which the government depends for
its subsistence. If this be so, then it is right for Con¬
gress.there being no other provision for the merchant
marine.to open their dry dock for that purpose, espe¬
cially If U can be done without serious inconvenience to
the public marine. Now, we know the fact that there is
no such provision there for the merchant marine; and is
there any immediate prospect that there will be one es¬
tablished by private enterprise ? What, then, will be the
cousequeuce of lefusing Ihe advantages of this dock
to our merchant vessels' Not only our commerce
on the Pacific coast, but with China, is deprived
of the bentslils growing out of such an establish¬
ment on the Pacific ocean. Vessels coming from Chi*
na are obliged, if wanting repairs, to go around Cape
Horn to be repaired, and if they are not in a condition
to make the voyage they are lost, it is therefore,
it seems to me, an indispensable necessity to provide
such an establishment on the Pacific coast These ves-r
sels may well enough navigate the placid Pacific, hot
could not endure tbu voyage around the Horn. Then it
seems to me that the only question which is presented is
whether sufficient care is taken in this bill to provide that
public vessels shall have the preference I cannot imag¬
ine how that could be provided for more strongly than it
is in the last clause of tne section, viz:
" When not occupied by veisels of the navy, to whioh

preference shall at ail tiinoe be given."
Now, I submit that those who are opposed to this pro-

vision are still bound to submit to some mere form of
words to secure the same preference, and that is all.
The question being then taken on the amendment, it

was lost.yeas 23, nays 25.as follows:
VEA.S.Messrs. Atchison. Badger, Barnwell, Berrien,

Bright, Uooptr, Davis of Mussa< tin setts, Davis of Missis¬
sippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Hunter,
King, Ma on. Morion, i'emoe, Pratt,.Spruanoe, Turner,
Walker, Wlntooinb, and Yulewi.Si.
NAYS.Me«»re. Baldwin, Benton, Cass, Chase, Dickjn-

son, Ewing, Fooie, Fremont. Grt-ene. Gwin, Hale, Hamlin,
Houston, Jones, Manguin, Morris, Ri'sk, Bewnro. Shield*,
Smith, Sonle, Sturgeon, Wales, and Winthiop.to

[to bc continued.]
To Contractors.

Orrtcs or Coawssioaaa or Pcauc Bulduoo,
October I, lsso

DROPOBAL8 will ba received at Ibis otllee antil S o"stock on
I Monday, the 14th instant, for grading and gravelling Nsw Jereey
avenue, between H and D streets, north of the Capitol. Ths^radtag
will require about 30,000 t abic yards of earth. Aa the gravel sover
will be confined to the carriage way.the .uperflrial area to ba eev-
ered will probably not exceed 14,000 yarde; the thickness rf ¦*
gravel covering wiU be ten inches in the centre, and gradually dimin¬
ished to five Inchee on each side.

I The proposals will aiate the price per ruble ysrd for the filling an4
lha pries per superficial ysnt ft>r th* gravel cover.
The materials for both kinds of work mu« be peMure* by the cen-

trsctor. The work mart be commenced with as litUe delay as Jtoa-
eibif, and continued with such force as may ba deemed neceesary Mr
iu early compUUon. . 1

Oct 8.dtdL MtfBD, C. f. I.

/tOMPILATIill or Army Regtetcre, (Mm lilt to
Vy IH37, Inclusive. Price #3.
Taylor k' Msurjr, Rmiksellers, nest IHIi street, Washington, best

far sale the edition of the stxrve work, Which, by (he passage of (be
late bill grsnling bounty Isads to all oBeers rngsgsd in Ihe wars of
the I'nlied fftntcs, csnnot but be invaluable to agents and others
prooecuting claiais. It is the only casnpilaUon aver made, gtvWe
the uamn of all oAcers la the service at tbe cloea of the war with
Ureal Briula, as well aa of those In service since^that time up to
1837.
Compiled by William A. Gordon, chief clerk Quartermaster Oene

rsl's office. Oat a

Por Bfessnl Vernon. -Post Tripe Next Week.
The (teamhost TIIOMAfl COLLTER will make

four Irlp4 to Mount Vernon, leaving Wssiilngton st in
o clock, snd Aletandrla at lOJf, on Monday, October, 7 ( Wednaeday,
" i Friday, 11 j Saturday, IS. The boat will remaia at Moeat Vemoa
sh<mt two honrs, snd proceed to Port Washington and land, where
the paaseagera will have ample time to view that nobie tort.

Pair, round trip Ootn Waaliington, SI ; Aleiandria, 74 cents j chil¬
dren half price. Refreahmena Airaiabed at reasonable pricee. The
roarhea will leave Ihe Cspitol st 8^ o'clock. Peroons taking eonla
between the Treasury oflics snd the Capitol for tba boat, ton cents
escli wsy. I'rraoiu isking seats distant from PenneyivesM SVeaM,

L !.'¦ cents each wsy.
Pur seals and biwt Uckeu, apply to Mr. Reeaide, Georgetown, or

in George ami Thomaa Parker fc Co., Washington, the day tijgMi
the boat leaves.
Persona wlahing to visit Mount Vernon will find it most ^wnanbia

to go bathre the weather gets cold.

Oct S-SenTuThkm
'<» ,

t"k. i-vfr",,h < **
X drat ever eatnbiished by any company in the I'nlted Htataa, and

coeyquenlH the "Ideet, U.e pioneer toe, extending between hew
Yffk» PWhdflphli, Itnltimorf, and WMbinctont mm d«livcilR| mil
rjH-eiving mceagee ,H the interewdtote MStlon., iewy City, ttilwk,
V»w Rrunawick, Princeb>n, Trenton, Wilmington, and MMM/jLl
Grace ; me enly line In Ihe country at the preeent time having op
four Wire., baa lately undergone eimnalvo repair,, and is new pre¬
pared in tranemlt nnd deliver any number of meaaa#ea which may be
required of it, for the aceomiiiodnlion "l ilie |>iihln-, wiUi aa acenracy

proinptneaa, and fidelity hitherto,or st the preeent time, unequalled-
any oiber line. Tbl« Hne eonneeto with other nnetp.toe of

Morse baea, attending already over flrteea thousand milae, to totftor
of which messages ead payment will be dellneed as desired, the

. ...payment .,

managers of this line hsv<- Istsly more tbowy^bIf
huaincaa.in both Itstrainnii.i"" snd mode ordelivei
Its charge, are equal to all. with H»ectol w»e- B PW

e/wrlX Building; New York, lie. 5 Hanover Street, oerbJrM
Beaver.

Octt |iep. h let.J
rfO all Pereoms indebted to me, I weald give toai
1 tice that their aceounta muat be immediately end fortherith aet
ted, as M becomes a matter of absolute necesoity thai I abonld eolleet
my Mile, having given np the hair dreeaing aaloon at the National llu
tnl, and requiring, Ibr the liquidation ofmy own engagements, all (lie
funds now due to me. If tbia notice ia not acted upon, other ine;i-
urea will be reeorted to to enforce payment0*i-4t JNQ, H, SUM,


